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1. Concerning Buddhist enlightenment, what must understand before they attain Nirvana?
Enlightment refers to the knowledge of enlightment. It’s a state in which a person feel understands and experience the knowledge that all things are interdependent. The word to him, feels like a world of suffering and he is touched by the suffering of others. This may seem to pile suffering on the person but every time he does a good thing like feeding a hungry child he feels much better.
Nirvana is the ultimate goal of Buddhism, the third noble truth. In nirvana, the suffering and the desire that causes suffering have come to an end, as has the cycle of birth and death. Sometimes nirvana is referred to by the Buddha as 'unborn' and 'unconditioned', in contrast to the phenomenal world we experience in our unenlightened state. Nirvana is the end of suffering both present and in future which is consistence with the teachings of Buddha who said that he teaches the path to immortality. This however does not necessarily insinuate that one will not die. It meant that the perpetual cycle of birth and death also referred to as Samsara. 
To attain Nirvana one must reach to a place that he no longer believe that there was an existence of himself. That is, the personal ego fades away and one sees it as a fabrication that never existed. Everything becomes clear and the things that used to bother us stops to bother us. For one to experience nirvana the condition of samsara must be fulfilled.
2. Why did Siddhartha Gautama break from Hinduism?
Siddhartha Gautama was born to a Hindu royal family. His father was a king and he was brought up under the teaching of Hinduism. In Fact he even had an arranged wedding. He acquired more knowledge and gained many aspects of Hinduism including Yoga and Brahmin meditation.
Gautama departed from his family at a young age of 29 years. He studied more about Hinduism gaining a lot of knowledge. Actually he even spend time as a Hindu merchant monk and afterwards as an ascetic monk where he practiced various techniques of both physical and mental austerity. He was said to have a firm grasp of knowledge of Hinduism to the extent that he even surpassed many his teachers 
After finding no answers to his questions and experiencing no end to the suffering, sat under a pipal tree where he determined never to rise until he experienced the truth. It was at this time that he reached enlightenment and started preaching what is known as Buddhism 
3. Identify the Hindu trinity and explain their various functions.
In Hinduism the trinity of supreme divinity in which cosmic functions are attributed is called Trimūrti. The three deities are, Brahma who is accredited with creation i.e. he is the creator, Vishnu whose role is to preserve and Shiva who is the destroyer. 
Brahma is holds the highest place in the hierarchy. He is given prominence over Vishnu and Shiva even in the hymnals, he holds a special place. He created the world and beings in his power and as such is revered. He is also a teacher and ruler of all beings and for such reason is known as Brahma prajapati. 
Vishnu also referred to Lord Vishnu is the preserver. He upholds the worlds by ensuring that there is order and regularity in the words. He is also described as one of the solar deities and as the God whose three strides covered the whole creation. He is also known as a god who is compassionate and who responds to the cries of his devotees and saves them from their multitude of tribulations and sufferings. He goes by different names and from time to time he is depicted as the God who destroys evil and preserves order.
Lord Shiva is the destroyer. He is often presented as the God of renewal as well as destroyer who rules the body as breath. He is the one who reveals or conceals spiritual knowledge and he grants people liberty according to their merit. His acts of destruction is understood to manifest when at the end of the time cycle, he destroys the worlds and dissolves them.
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